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to employ them, and, in short, that they are inca-
pable of being as wicked as they would be.

The word ' Magas,' from whence the words < ma-
gic' and 'magician' are derived, is a Persian, or
perhaps Chaldean term, used originally to signify a
student in divinity, a man conversant in divine
studies; and Plato says the art of magic is nothing
but the knowledge of the worship of the gods ; and
the Persians call their gods /xayouc; which exposi-
tion of the word is agreeable to that of Matt. ii. 2,
There came wise men of the East, who, having seen
the star of him that was born king of the Jews,
came so far to worship him.

These wise men the Greeks afterwards called
philosophers, that is, lovers of wisdom; and the
same is understood in the Indian language by
Brachmans, and now Brahmins ; by the Babylonians,
Chaldeans ; by the Hebrews, seers ; and among the
Persians, magicians.

It is true, as king James I. says in his book of
demonology, that under the name of magic all other
unlawful arts are comprehended ; but that is only
as we moderns understand it, not that it was under-
stood so by the ancients ; and even in that the king
distinguishes between magic, in its worst sense, and
the arts or practices of witchcraft and sorcery,
which, with his majesty's leave, 1 think a needless
distinction : nor shall I be so nice; but all those
dealings which we call necromancy, sorcery, witch-
craft, and all kinds of diabolical doings, shall pass
with me for magic and the black-art, and in this
sense I shall afterwards use the word.

The wise men of Babylon are distinguished in
the prophecy of Daniel into four classes : the magi-
cians, that is, the wise men, in the sense as above,
I mean philosophers; the astrologers, which are
understood the same with our astronomers, and
with them southsayers; the third sort are the sor-
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